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we have seen, was exceptionally abundant,  and partly perhaps
in consequence of this, plague made its appearance in a serious
degree during the year.    Between July 1917 and June 1918,
the total number of deaths from plague was over  300,000.
Although, fortunately, there is reason to believe that the inci-
dence of the disease in India is on the wane, nonetheless the
distress and dislocation caused by this mortality was very great.
In  addition  to  the  influence  of  the
ague*               plague epidemic, the year as a whole
was very unhealthy and a high death rate occurred both
from cholera and malaria. Relief measures were undertaken
by the local Administrations, the provincial Sanitary and
Medical Officers laboured with the utmost zeal, and the
number of hospitals and travelling dispensaries was every-
where increased. Preventive measures in the way of
evacuation of infected areas were undertaken in many
places, and inoculations were carried out on a larger scale
than was previously known. Bad as were the general con-
ditions of public health in India during the year 1917, those
of 1918 were infinitely worse. In the month of June 1918
same the first intimation thafc influenza in a virulent form
was attacking India. In the city of Bombay towards the
end of that month, many employees of offices, banks, and so
forth,   were   incapacitated   by   fever.
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The disease began to spread over India
and before long the mortality, at first low, began to rise in an
alarming degree. In the city of Bombay itself, the mortality
reached its maximum on October 6th on which day 768
deaths were recorded. The full force of the outbreak was
felt by the central, northern, and western poitions of India,
in comparison with which Bengal, Burma, Bihar and Orissa,
Madras and Assam suffered but lightly. During the last quarter
of 1918, India seemed to have suffered more severely than any
other country in the world; and influenza was responsible in
British India alone for a death roll of approximately five millions.
Detailed information with regard to the incidence of the disease
in the Indian States is not available, but it is unlikely that
the influenza mortality therein fell short of one million. Within